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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PK 

SUBJECT: BHUTTO'S COMMENTS ON RCD EXPANSION 

1 . AS BHUTTO PREPARES FOR UPCOMING RCD SUMMIT IN 
TURKEY, MINOR FLAP OVER HIS PROPOSAL TO EXTEND 
MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATION HAS BEEN QUICKLY DAMPENED 
DOWN. 

2. ALL PAPERS APRIL 14 CARRIED REPORTS OF BHUTTO 
INTERVIEW WITH TEHRAN KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL CORRES- 
PONDENT WHICH WAS CARRIED OVER PAK RADIO AND 
TELEVISION. DURING INTERVIEW PM SAID RCD SHOULD BE 
EXTENDED TO ENCOMPASS OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE REGION. 

AT PRESS CONFERENCE FOLLOWING DAY, INFORMATION 
MINISTER HANIF KHAN WAS ASKED IF HE WOULD ELOBORATE 
ON BHUTTO S REMARKS CONCERNING ENLARGING RCD. THE 
MINISTER REPLIED PM HAD MEANT THAT IN CASE RCD HAD 
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MUSLIM STATES. 

3. REPORTED COMMENTS OF SHAH SEVERAL MONTHS AGO 
CONCERNING POSSIBILITY OF EXTENDING RCD TO OTHER 
REGIONAL COUNTRIES INCLUDING INDIA AROUSED CONSIDERABLE 
MISGIVINGS HERE, ESPECIALLY IN CONSERVATIVE, ANTI- 
INDIAN PRESS WHICH, FOR FIRST TIME IN OUR MEMORY, 

CRITICIZED SHAH BY NAME FOR HIS PROPOSAL. GOP HAS 
ACTED QUICKLY TO ASSURE PAK PUBLIC (AND PAKISTAN'S 
RCD PARTNERS) THAT PM WAS NOT SUPPORTING THIS 
SUGGESTION AND HIS REMARKS ABOUT RCD EXPANSION APPLIED 
ONLY TO OTHER MUSLIM STATES. 

BYROADE 
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